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Resolving the 1844
Succession Crisis

Who Holds the True Authority?

An investigative look at the organizational and historical
evidence following the death of Joseph Smith.
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Authority originates directly from Jesus Christ.

After centuries of church corruption and apostasy, the Lord established a
mandate to restore His priesthood and everlasting gospel to the earth.

Jesus Christ:

The Source of
All Truth
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M Divine Mandate



An angel restored the Priesthood authority to the earth.

In fulfillment of biblical prophecy (Revelation 14:6-7), heavenly authority
was physically returned to mankind.

% May 15, 1829

Jesus Christ An Angel of Joseph Smith &
the Lord Oliver Cowdery
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The death of Joseph Smith in 1844
created a critical leadership void.

Joseph Smith led the Church until his sudden death.
The aftermath unfortunately resulted in
debates, splintering, and a desire for power.

Who could truly lead
the Church after
Joseph Smith, Jr.?




Standard organizational practice points
to the surviving presidency.

Sidney Rigdon was the natural choice. He was even running as a U.S. Vice
Presidential candidate alongside Joseph Smith at the time.

Standard Practice Church Precedent (1844)

} President / Chairman ] Joseph Smith (President) I

Sidney Rigdon
Vice President (The only active, surviving member
of the Church Presidency)




Joseph Smith explicitly appointed
Sidney Rigdon to preside in his absence.

&

...wisdom and knowledge to
preside over the church in [my
— Joseph Smith’s] absence.”

Joseph Smith laying hands on Sidney Rigdon, 1834.
(Source: HC 2:51)
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The Original 1836 Declaration
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No historical records from the
founder’s lifetime suggest
otherwise, though official

//( g////ﬁ//

27 '//}//K/
.

An official statement
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this original statement. ..the Twelv? [aposllcs] T
are not subjecttoany | .-

other than the first .

. Presidency, viz. myself. W Xz

N\ S[idney] Rigdon...” f# 7%~~~

Joseph Smith Papers, " KM 7 5.

Minute Book 1, N ;- A . ,//L
2 May 1835, p. 187 . e N



Apostolic witness against
dissolving the Presidency

After the death of Joseph Smith,
leaders recognized that discarding
the First Presidency violated
church law.
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I had always been taught that the
first presidency would remain and

- always be with the church...and I

cannot find any law to say that this
quorum [the church presidency]

should ever be dropped.

— Apostle William Marks
(Times & Seasons, vol 5, n0.18, 664-665) |



The only active, surviving
member of the Church

Presidency

Sidney Rigdon presided alongside Joseph Smith for

over a decade. During those early years, the Church
Presidency directed the entire church. Upon Joseph
Smith's death, Rigdon stood alone as the sole active,
surviving member of that highest governing quorum.




A Secular Parallel in
the 1844 Election

 Beyond church leadership, Sidney
Rigdon was actively running as the
United States Vice Presidential
candidate alongside Joseph Smith.

« When the campaign failed to attract
a secular political candidate for the

ticket, they turned to the Presidency.

« Rigdon was the undisputed, natural
choice for the second-in-command,
both politically and ecclesiastically.
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The true succession continued unbroken
through Sidney Rigdon.

Only one church today descends from a surviving member of the Church Presidency
at the death of Joseph Smith, Jr.

Sidney
Jesus — | =5 R|gdon William . The Church
Christ "] (Surviving Bickerton > of Je:sus
Presidency, Christ

1844)




The fruit of the Spirit

Solid historical grounds are essential, but true authority requires living spiritual evidence.
When Jesus Christ asserted his own authority as Messiah to the disciples of John the
Baptist, he did not cite lineage alone—he pointed to the miraculous power of God.

Go your way, and tell Fohn what things ye have seen

and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the

lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised,
to the poor the gospel is preached.

— LUKE 7:22



True authority is
ultimately
demonstrated by
the fruits of the
Spirit.

When Jesus asserted his authority
as Messiah to the disciples of John
the Baptist, He relied on

undeniable manifestations of God’s
power (Luke 7:22).

The blind see
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The lepers are cleansed
The deaf hear
The dead are raised

The gospel is preached
to the poor
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A Dual Foundation

The perpetuation of the restored gospel is validated by two undeniable
forces: airtight historical precedent and the living, active power of God.

True
Priesthood

Authority




& / “~" The Chain of Authority: The History of Lawful Succession

N

\N% / The perpetuation of the gospel through a clear line of succession, arguing that upon Joseph

\/ Smith’s death, authority legally and spiritually remained with the surviving First Presidency, PR —— RN P
‘/ leading to the church’s current headquarters in Pennsylvenia. W) Continuity aonamfeStatlon
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1834 Official Appointment
; _ : - Joseph Smith laid hands on
The Sole Surviving Leader : — W | Rigdon to preside over the
; . : ) church in his absence.
Sidney Rigdon was the only active
member of the First Presidency
surviving in 1844.

Standard Organizational Precedent

In any organization, a vice president naturally / \ S ‘ Authority passed from Rigdon to William
succeeds the president upon their death. g N Bickerton, continuing to the church’s

current ministry and headquarters.

Monongahela, Pennsylvania

=

Subordination of the Twelve

Evidence in the Fruit
During Smith’s life, the Twelve Apostles Authority is demonstrated today
gg;gg:?auy subject to the First THECHURCHOF  through healings and preaching
Y. °  the gospel to the poor.
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The Line of Authority:

Priesthood Succession in The Church of Jesus Christ

The Foundation
of Authority
(1829—1844)
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Continuity and
Succession

Succession
in 1844 a2
: Spiritual
s p i As the only active, id f
Restoration of Rigdon's Official ~ surviving member of the Evidence o
the Priesthood Appointment Presidency, Sidney Rigdon Authorlty
: ; T became the successor. A The church identif
ﬁ;’;(;gt\{a“z'gsmtg;‘dt ﬁ: The Presidency t:n 1334. chggph Sg}ltg Ial? From Rigdon to e eer rf rrlllir(;cle sean d‘;ns
, 1829, ands on Sidney Rigdon to Ira
laying on of hands. Held squeme preside over ﬂ¥e church. the Present of the Spirit as proof of
is authority continue -
Authorit This authority continued authority.
During Joseph Smith's life, through William Bickerton
the Twelve Apostles were to the church’s current

international headquarters

officially subordinate to the ; )
in Pennsylvania.

Church Presidency.
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The Gospel Restored Today

The Church of Jesus Christ is the sole descendent of
the surviving Church Presidency. Matching the structure
established in the New Testament, the Church today is

led by a Quorum of 12 Apostles, praising the source of
all redemption and authority.




